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man,, ftiould venture to own fucli a villainous, impudent, and 
btajj- heinous aflertion in the face of the world, as this! South 
la^i-hkmously. adv. [from hlajpheme. ] Impioufly; with 
wicked irreverence. J 

Where is the right ufe of his reafon, while he would blafpbe- 
vuujly fet up to controul the commands of the Almighty ? Swift. 
Bla'sphemy. n.f [from blafpbeme.] J 

Blafpbcmy, ftrictly and properly, is an offering of fome indi"-- 
nity, or injury, unto God himfelf, either by words or writing. 

r, , * , . Ayliffe’s Paragon. 

.but that my heart s on future mifehief fet, 

I would (peak blafphemy , ere bid you fly ; 

But fly you mull. ' Sbakefp. Henry VI. p. ii. 

. Intrmfick goodnefs confifts in accordance, and fin in contra- 
riety, to the fecret will of God ; or elfe God could not be de- 
fined good, fo far as his thoughts and fecrets, but only fuperfi- 
cially good, as far as he is plcafed to reveal himfelf, which is 
P e , r £? b!a fP' ,cm y to ima g‘ ne - Hammond's Fundamentals. 

BLAS I . ii. j. [from blrepc, Saxon ; blajen^ Germ, to blow.l 

I. A guff, or puff of wind. 

They that ftand high, have many blajis to fhake them ; 
And, if they fall) they dalh themfclves to pieces. 

Sbakefp. Richard III. 
Welcome, then. 

Thou unfubftantial air, that I embrace ; 

The wretch that thou haft blown unto the worft. 

Owes nothing to thy blajis. Sbakefp. King Lear. 

Perhaps thy fortune doth controul the winds. 

Doth loofc or bind their blajis in fccret cave. Fairfax , b. i. 

Three Blips were hurry ’d by the fouthern blajl. 

And on the fecret fhelves with fury call. Dryden's /. Eneid . 

1. The found made by blowing any inftrument of wind mufick. 

In peace there’s nothing fo becomes a man. 

As modeft ftilncfs and humility ; 

But when the blafof war blows in our ears. 

Then imitate the adlion of the tyger. Sbakefp. Henry V. 

He blew his trumpet— the angeliek blafl 
Fill’d all the regions. Milt. Par. Lof, b. xi. /. 76. 

The Velinc fountains, and fulphureous Nar, 

Shake at the baleful blafl, the fignal of the war. Dryden's Mn. 
Whether there be two different goddeftes called Fame, or 
one goddefs founding two different trumpets, it is certain, vil- 
lainy has as good a title to a blafl: from the proper trumpet, as 
virtue has from the former. Swift. 

3. The ftrokc of a malignant planet ; the infection of any thing 
peftilential. 

By the blajl of God they perifh: Job, iv. 9. 

To Blast, v. a. [from the noun.] 
j. 'I’o ftrike with fome fudden plague or calamity. 

You nimble lightnings, dart your blinding flames 
Into her fcornful eyes! infeeft her beauty. 

You fenfuck’d fogs, drawn by the powerful fun. 

To fall and blajl her pride. Sbakefp. King Lear. 

Oh ! Portius, is there not fome chofen curfe. 

Some hidden thunder in the ftoreof heaven. 

Red with uncommon wrath, to blajl the man. 

Who owes his greatnefs to his country’s ruin. Addifon. Cato. 

2. To make to wither. 

Upon this blajlcd heath you flop our way. Macbetb. 
And behold feven thin ears, and blajled with the eaftwind 
fprung up after them. Gen. xli. 6. 

She that like lightning Ihin’d, while her face lafted. 

The oak now refembles, which lightning had blajled. 

JValler. 

To his green years your cenfures you would fuit, 

Not blajl that bloflom, but cxpcdl the fruit. Drydcn. 

Agony unmix'd, inceffant gall 
Corroding every thought, and blajling all 
Love’s paradife. Thomfon's Spring, l. 1075. 

3. To injure; to invalidate. 

He (hews himfelf cither very weak, if he will take my word, 
when he thinks I deferve no credit; or very malicious, if he 
knows I deferve credit, and yet goes about to blajl it. 

Sti/lingfeet's Defence of Difcourfes on Romifh Idolatry. 

4. To cutoff; to hinder from coming to maturity. 

This commerce, Jefhophat king of Juda endeavoured to re- 
new; but his enterprize was blajled by the deftruction of veffcls 
in the harbour. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

5. To confound ; to ftrike with terrour. 

Trumpeters, 

With brazen din, blajl you the city’s ears ; 

Make mingle with your ratt’ling tabourincs. 

Sbakefp. Antony and Cleopatra. 
Bla'stment. n.f. [from blajl."] Blalt; fudden ftrokc of in- 
fedlion. 

In the morn, and liquid dew of youth, 

Contagious blajlmcnts are mod imminent. Sbakefp. Hamlet. 
Bi.a'tant. adj. [blatttant, Fr.J Bellowing as a calf. 

You learn’ d this language from the blatant bcaft. Dryden. 
To Bla'tter. v. n. [from blatcro, Lat.] To roar; to make 
a fenfelcfs noife. It is a word not now ufed. 

She rode at peace, through his only pains and excellent cn- 
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Bl leV n.f. A finall white river fifh ; called alfo’ a bleak, Xch 
BLAZE, n.f [bla r e, a torch, Saxon.] 

ttuuhe heat. C ^ * ** W = bUat impIies more *e light 

They are in a moft warlike preparation, and hope to com. 
upon them in the heat of their divifion. The main n c 

ispaft; but a finall thing would make it flame again. U 

Thy throne i, darknefi in *• abylS of Sf (M * m - 
A blaze of glory that forbids the fight. Dryden's Hind and P 
What groans of men Ihall fill the martial field ! 

How fierce a blaze his flaming pile fhall yield ! 

n ] .. . ,un ral P om P ffall floating Tiber ice ! Dryden's Mn 

2. 1 ubhcation ; wide diffufion of report. 

I or what is glory but the blaze of fame ; 

The people’s praife, ii always praife unmixt ? 
z>, • , . Milton's Paradife Lojl, b. iii. /. 

3. B.azt is a white mark upon a horfe, defeending from the fore! 

head almoft to the nofe iW, Dili. 

1 o Blaze, v. n. [from the noun.] 

1 . I o flame ; to fliew the light of the flame. 

1 hus you may long live an happy inftrument for your kin? 
and country ; you (hull not be a meteor, or a blazing liar, but 
Jle.lu pxa ; happy here, and more happy hereafter. 

— , ,. .... Bacon's Advice toVilliers. 

1 he third fair morn now blaz'd upon the main, 

Then glofly fmooth lay all the liquid plain. Pope’s Odyffa. 

2. 1 o be confpicuous. ./ 

To Blaze. v. a. 

1. I o publilh ; to make known ; to fpread far and wide. 

T he noife of this fight, and ifl’ue thereof, being blazed by the 
country people to fome noblemen thereabouts, they came thw 

t lCr ’ at . Sidney, b. ii. 

„ _ y words, in hopes to blaze a ftedfaftmind, 

T his marble chofe, as of like temper known. Sidney. 

1 hou (halt live, till we can find a time 
To blaze y our marriage, reconcile your friends. 

Beg pardon of thy prince, and call thee back. 

Sbakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 
VV hen beggars die, there are no comets feen ; 

The hcav ns themfelvcs blaze forth the death of princes: 

Sbakefp. Julius Cafar. 
But he went out, and began to publilh it much, and to blaze 
abroad the matter. Mark, i. 45. 

Such mufick worthieft were to blaze 
The peerlefs height of her immortal praife, 

Whofc luftre leads us. 

Far beyond 
The fons of Anak, famous now and blaz'd, 

Fearlcfs of danger, like a petty god 
I walk’d about. Mi'ton’s Agonifies, l. 527. 

Whofe follies, blaz'd about, to all are known, 

And are a fecret to himfelf alone. Granville. 

But, mortals, know, ’tis ftill our greateft pride 
To blaze thofe virtues, which the good would hide. Pope. 

2. To blazon; to give an account of enfigns armorial in proper 
terms. This is not now ufed. 

This, in ancient times, was called a fierce ; and you fhould 
then have blazed it thus : he bears a fierce, fable, between two 
ficrces, or. Peacbam on Drawing, 

3. 1 o inflame; to fire. This is not a proper ufe. 

Pall’d thy blazed youth 
Becomes affuag’d, and doth beg the alms 
Of palficd eld. Sbakefp. Meafure for Meafure . 

Bla'zer. n.f. [from blaze.] One that fpreads reports. 

Uttcrers of fecrets he from thence debarr’d, 

Babblers of folly, and blazers of crime ; 

His larum-bell might loud and wide be heard, 

When caufe requir’d, but never out of time ; 

Early and late it rung, at evening and at prime. Fairy Queen. 
To Bla'zon. v. a. [ blajonner , Fr.] 

1 . To explain, in proper terms, the figures on enfigns armorial. 

King Edward gave to them the coat of arms, which I am 
not herald enough to blazon into Englifh. Addifon. Guardian. 

2. To deck; toembellifh; to adorn. 

Then blazons in dread fmiles her hideous form ; 

So lightning gilds the unrelenting ftorm. Garth's Difpe’f at - 

3. To difplay ; to fet to Ihow. 

O thou goddefs. 

Thou divine nature ! how thyfelf thou blazon Jl 
In thefe two princely boys ! they are as gentle 
As zephyrs blowing below the violet, 

Not wagging his fvvect head. Sbakefp. Cymbelint. 

4. To celebrate; to fet out. 

One that excels the quirk of blazoning pens. 

And, in terreftrial vcfture of creation, 

Docs bear all excellency. Sbakefp . Otheht • 

5. To blaze about ; to make publick. 

What’s 


Milton. 
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What’s this but libelling againft the fenate, 

And blazoning out injuftice every where ? Sbakefp. Tit. Andr. 
Bla'zon. n.f. [from the verb.] 
j The art of drawing or explaining coats of arms. 

Proceed unto beads that are given in arms, and teach me 
what I ousrht to obferve in their blazon. P eacbam. 

2. Show; divulgation ; publication. 

But this eternal blc/zon muft not be 
To ears of flefh and blood. Sbakefp. Hamlet. 

3. Celebration ; proclamation of fome quality. 

I am a gentleman. — I’ll be fworn thou art; 

Thy tongue, thy face, thy limbs, aftion, and fpirit. 

Do give thee five-fold blazon. Sbakefp. Twelfth Night. 

Men con over their pedigrees, and obtrude the blazon of their 
exploits upon the company. Collier on Pride. 

Bla'zonry. n.f. [from blazon.] The art of blazoning. 

Give me certain rules as to the principles of blazonry. 

Peacbam on Drawing. 
To Bleach, v a. [bleechen. Germ.] To whiten ; common- 
ly to whiten by expofurc to the open air. 

When turtles tread, and rooks and daws ; 

And maidens bleach their fummer fmocks. 

Sbakefp. Love's Labour Lojl. 

Should I not feek 

The clemency of fome more temp’rate clime, . 

To purge my gloom ; and, by the fun refin’d, 

Ba(k in his beams, and bleach me in the wind ? Drydcn. 

For there are various penances enjoin’d ; 

And fome are hung to bleach upon the wind ; 

Some plung’d in waters. Dryden's Mould. 

To Bleach, v. n. To grow white; to grow white in the 
open air. 

The white fliect bleaching in the open field. Sb. TV. Talc. 
On every nerve 

The deadly winter feizes ; Ihuts up fenfe ; 

Lays him along the fnows, aftiffen’d corfe. 

Stretch’d out, and bleaching in the northern blaft. Thomfon. 
BLEAK, adj. [blac, blase, Saxon.] 

1. Pale. 

2. Cold ; chill. 

Intreat the north 

To make his bleak winds kifs my parched lips. 

And comfort me with cold. Sbakefp. King John. 

I he goddefs that in rural fhrine 
Dwell’d here with Pan, or Sylvan, by bleft fong 
Forbidding every bleak unkindly fog 
To touch the profperous growth of this tall wood. Milton. 
Her deflation prefentsus with nothing but bleak and barren 
profpccls. Addijon. Spectator, N° 477. 

Say, will ye blefs the bleak Atlantick Ihore, 

Or bid the furious Gaul be rude no more. Pope 

Bleak, n.f [irom his white or bleak colour.] A fmall river fifh. 
I he bleak, or frefhwater fprat, is ever in motion, and there- 
fore called by fome the river fwallow. His back is of a nlea- 
lant, lad fea water green ; his belly white and filming like the 
mountain fnow. Bleaks arc excellent meat, and in beft feafon 

Ble'akness n. f [from bleak.] Coldnefs; chiefs!" ' 

The inhabitants of Nova Zembla go naked, without com- 
plaining of the bleaknefs of the air in which they are born ■ as 
the armies of the northern nations keep the field all winter! 

Ble'akv. ,Jj. [from BleakfS', d'*" N * I02 ' 

On ftirubs they browze, and, on the b leaky top 

Of rugged hills, the thorny bramble cron n j 

BLEAR, adj. [blaer, a blifter, Dutch ] P ‘ 

1. Dim with rheum or water; fore with rheum 

It is an ancient tradition, that blear eyes affeift found eyes. 

It is no more in the power of cal^n^to^kftThe^r 9 ^’ 

™i h r„ d,man - th “° r 

H.s blear eyes ran in gutters to his chin ; L ’ E ^ ran ^ 
H.s beard was ftubble, and his cheeks were thin r> j 
W hen thou flialt fee the blear e/d faS feSt > 
The ' r Tons this harfii and mouldy fort of fpcech D d 

A/ r , 1 hus I hurl 

My dazhng fpells into the fpungy air. 

Of power to cheat the eye with blear 'illufion 
And give it falfe prefentments. ’ 

1 0 Blear, ti. [f rom the adjedtive 1 M,hen ' 

All mn e CyC r W ; ltr> ’’ ° r fore vvith rheum. 

ArerpSSSfahita"’ 

The • t>hakejp. Coriolanus. 

WirK /./ > r c JJardan,an wives- 

With v.fages, c °m c f orth to v ; cw 

w!S?2w a m !ikc a tfVtniu ' 

, Averfe to paim? ^ W ‘ th 0ll> t0 ffa >' from fchool ; 

2.1 o dim the eyes. Dryden's P of us, fat. iii, 

Vol. I. 
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This may ftand for a pretty fuperficial argument, to blear 
our eyes, and lull us afleep in fecurity. Raleigh's Ejfays. 

Ble'aredness. n.f. [from bleared.] The ftate of being blear- 
ed, or dimmed with rheum. 

The defluxion falling upon the edges of die eyelids, makes a 
blearednefs. JVifeman's Surgery. 

To Bleat, v.n. [bketan, Sax.] To cry as aflieep. 

We were as twinn’d Iambs, that did frifk i’ th’ fun. 

And bleat the one at th’ other. Sbakefp. TVinters Talc . 

You may as well ufe queftion with the wolf, 

Why he hath made the ewe bleat for the lamb. 

Sbakefp. Merchant of Venice. 
While on fweet grafs her bleating charge does lie. 

Our happy lover feeds upon her eye. Rofcommon. 

What bull dares bellow, or what fheep dares bleat 
Within the lion’s den ? Dryden's Spanif) Friar, 

Bleat, n.f. [from the verb.] The cry of a ftieep or lamb. 

Set in my Blip, mine ear reach’d, where we rod. 

The bellowing of oxen, and the bleat 

Of fleecy Ihcep. Chapman's Odyffey, b. xii. 

The rivers and their hills around. 

With lowings, and with dying bleats refound. Dryden. 
Bleb. n. f. [ blaen , to fwell, Germ.] A blifter. Skinner. 

Bled, particip. [from to bleed.] 

To Bleed, v. n. prer. I bled ; I have bled, [bleban, Saxon.] 

1. To Jofe blood; to run with blood. 

I bleed inwardly for my lord. Sbakefp. Timon. 

Bleed, bleed, poor country ! 

Great tyranny, lay thou thy bafts fure; 

For goodnefs dare not check thee ! Sbakefp. Macbeth . 

Many, upon the feeing of others bleed, or ftrangled, or tor- 
tured, themfclves are ready to faint, as if they bled. 

Bacon’s Nat. Hifory, N° 79J. 

2. To die a violent death. 

The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed today ; 

Had he thy reafon, would he ficip and play ? Pope. 

3. To drop, as blood. It is applied to any thing that drops from 
fome body, as blood from an animal. 

For me the balm fhall bleed, and amber flow. 

The coral redden, and the ruby glow. Pope's TVindf. Forejl. 
To Bleed, v. a. I o let blood ; to take blood from. 

That from a patriot of diftinguilh’d note. 

Have bled, and purg’d me to a limple vote. Pope. 

Bleit. } adj. Bafhful. It is ufed in Scotland, and theborder- 
Blate. f ing counties. 

v ‘ a ’ [fr°m blame, Junius ; from bleme, white, 

fr. Skinner.] 

1. To mark with any deformity. 

Likelier that my outward face might have been difguifed, 
than that the face of fo excellent a mind could have been thus 
blenujhed. c j 

2. To defame; to tarnifti, with re(pe<ft to reputation. 

Not that my verfe would blcmijh all the fair ; 

But yet if fome be bad, ’tis wifdom to beware. Dryden. 

hi, rh WW h °’ by C °/ 1CertCd ^ cfamations ’ endeavour to blemijh 
his character, incur the complicated guilt of Hander and per- 

hA-'mku r re ■ Addifon. Freeholder. 

15 LL mish. 72. j. [from the verb.J 

I* A A mark of deformity; a fear; a diminution of beauty 
him agai„ hath * a man ’ fo fhaJ1 k ^ done to 

no ?S ofr rrom n'l" y™ 

that , for, in fo doing, you will leave a remedilefs blend Jh. 

2. Reproach j difgrace , imputation. Sur m . 

'T'i^* VC i t * 10u ’ ar *d to thy mother dead atteft. 

None more induftrioufly nublilh the hL n c ^ptat. 
dinary reputation than Zif e blem, J hes of an extraor- 

3. AM, turpitude, „i„„ deformi jf*"' S ^.N° -56. 

On th • r a ■ ■ Not a hair P eri ^’d : b ‘ ,v - §• 6. 

R^tfn! fuftai T2 £ arrr >ents not a b/emifj. 

But frefher than before. J i c , , 

Evadne’s hufband ’tis a fault Sbakefp. Tempef. 

I wJl^fyour father eapuv/makn.’^.^^ 
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